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I may hate and despise what you are saying,

but I will fight to the death for your right to say it.

-Voltaire
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PHILOSOPHY: THE LOVE AND STUDY OF WISDOM.





The purpose of this course is to allow, encourage, and teach students to think.





In Philosophy Class, we strive for an open mind to hear all opinions, and the willingness to critically examine our own opinions as well as those of others.  Ours is the timeless pursuit to discover and understand Truth and the "Good Life."  It is hoped that through this class we will have a better understanding of the ideas that shape our lives and the world around us, as well as the development of our own values, attitudes, and beliefs.





FOCUS OF STUDY





METAPHYSICS AND EPISTEMOLOGY


INDIVIDUALISM V. COLLECTIVISM


FREEDOM


EQUALITY


COMPETITION, COOPERATION, PROPERTY


RIGHTS


ETHICS





CLASS REQUIRMENTS





Consistent attendance and effort


Be on time to class


Be respectful to others





GRADING SYSTEM





Participation, effort


In class assignments


Exams


Essays


Quizzes


Final Exam





NOTES ON CLASS STRUCTURE


This course involves regular in class and at home readings.  Both primary and secondary sources are utilized.  


Written work, in the form of opinion, evaluation, and reflection writings, is assigned on a regular basis.  This may be completed in class or as homework.


Respectful discussions and participation are central to our approach in this class.  All present must be treated in a polite manner, regardless of philosophical disagreements.





COLLEGE CREDIT ASSIGNMENT


In addition to the work outlined above, students taking Philosophy for college credit will read Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder, and complete an assignment based on the novel.
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FINAL EXAM EXEMPTIONS.  


To be exempt from the final, ALL of the following must be true: 


90 average between both quarters, less than 10 absences between both quarters, no test grades lower than 70, at least one test grade of 90 or above, all tests taken in timely fashion, final review packet completed.











