PHILOSOPHY: THE OVERCROWDED LIFEBOAT


NAME:_________________
You and the other members of your group are national science scholarship students who have been selected to participate in a prestigious, all-expense-paid trip to the southwest Pacific, to study marine life.  You are traveling on board a luxury cruise liner, the SS Minnow II, taking part in marine biology seminars and enjoying the trip to your destination. The Minnow II is set to drop you off at an Indonesian port, where you will board your research vessel.  Most other passengers are on vacation, and some are scholarship students, like yourself.

One day you are relaxing on deck after a seminar, when suddenly, the sky darkens and the wind picks up.  Before you know what is happening, a white squall hammers the ship, capsizing and sinking the SS Minnow II!  The storm passes as fast as it had arrived.  Lucky to be alive, you swim to the one successfully launched lifeboat.  Pulled on board, you quickly realize the obvious: there are too many people on the boat.

CROWDED ON THE LIFEBOAT ARE:
· 4-6 other scholarship students from our school (the ones you are sitting with in your group).

· Four scholarship students from other schools:

Jennifer, 17, 110 lbs, Homecoming Queen, Cheerleading Captain; screaming in terror.


James, 17, 155 lbs, plays trumpet in Marching Band; stable.


Jamal, 16, 187 lbs, star football player; stable.


Joanne, 17, 130 lbs, anti-social reputation; stable.

· 3 Navy Seals on vacation:

Sgt. Martinez, 32, 197 lbs, male, stable.

Corporal Dawson, 20, 180 lbs, male, stable.

Private Downey, 18, 168 lbs, male, stable.

· Two retired doctors (married):

Dr. Abdel Hamid, 81, 120 lbs, male, heart condition but has medication; stable.

Dr. Indira Hamid, 79, 102 lbs, female, good health; upset.

· Single Mom and kids:

Eileen Avery, 26, 115 lbs, works as cleaning lady on the ship; panicking.
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Billy, 6, 47 lbs, panicked and screaming.

Richard, 4, 38 lbs, crying.

Amy, 2, 24 lbs, good natured and well behaved.

Jason, 1, 19 lbs, crying.

· Boat workers:

Mark Lee, deck hand, 19, 145 lbs, calm.

Howard Beal, deck hand, 19, 160 lbs, upset.

Jay Jackson, deck hand, 19, 157 lbs, stable.

“Chef”, ship cook, 33, 317 lbs, good-natured.

LIFEBOAT SPECIFICATIONS:

17 foot wooden lifeboat, four oars (two sets), 4 wooden plank seats.

Maximum occupancy indicated on boat: 10 persons or 1,500 lbs.

INCLUDED ON LIFEBOAT:

· One life jacket

· 100 feet rope

· One emergency kit containing: one knife, 30 matches, one “space blanket,” 50 ft fishing line, 5 fishing lures, one first aid kit, one flair gun with two shots.

· Eight 5-gallon jugs of fresh water (secured under the seats).

DEBRIS IN WATER:

· One 100-gallon plastic drum with lid, floating approximately 400 feet to the south.

NOTES ON AREA:

Warm tropical water.  As experts in marine biology, you are aware that the dreaded box jellyfish and black-tipped reef shark are indigenous to these waters.
PROBLEM: The lifeboat is overcrowded.  What should be done?
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