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A note from Pennino: read the full version on our website:

In life, Ayn Rand was always at the center of controversy; she remains so today.  Some general studies philosophy books, as well as a number of philosophers and philosophy professors today, deny that she was a true philosopher (or omit her entirely from consideration).  I particularly relish this irony, because often enough these same critics reject the notion of objective truth in the first place, and seem willing to identify virtually anyone as a philosopher.   She has been called extremist, ultra-capitalist, apologist for capitalism, high priestess of individualism, and much else, much worse.  On the other hand, there are philosophical institutes dedicated to the study of her work, and her novels, written to be vessels for her philosophy, are among the best-selling books of the 20th century.  I assign Anthem (one of her first and shortest novels) not because I agree with all of her views (I don’t), but because it concisely addresses just about every concept we examine in class.  Regarding the idea that philosophy requires an open, enquiring mind, the Rand haters betray everything they think they stand for, when they so dismissively attempt to marginalize and bury her.  As with any philosopher in our study, you should consider her work with a critical eye, and make your own judgments about her ideas.  She would not have it otherwise.
Directions:  Read Ayn Rand’s novel, Anthem.  After reading, consider the following:
Rand wrote Anthem to promote specific philosophical views, and to demonstrate the dangers of their opposites. 
Many of the subjects we have studied in class are dealt with in the book.  

1. Truth



4. Freedom

7. Slavery

2. Collectivism


5. Rights


8. Equality

3. Individualism


6. Independence

9. Morality

 

For each of the subjects listed above, understand 
· the significance of examples from the book, as they relate to the subject.

· opposing philosophical views on this subject, as discussed in class.

· the point Rand is making on this subject, based on examples from the book.

SELECTED LINES FROM AYN RAND’S ANTHEM
Which concepts or philosophies are demonstrated by the following excerpts from Anthem?
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Everything which is not permitted by law is forbidden.





It was easy to escape from the Palace of Corrective Detention.  The locks are old on the doors and there are no guards about.   There is no reason to have guards, for men have never defied the councils so far as they were to escape from whatever place they were ordered to be.





 I shall live here, in my own house.  I shall take food from the earth by the toil of my own hands.





My happiness is not the means to any end.  It is the end.  It is its own goal.  It is its own purpose.  Neither am I the means to any end others may wish to accomplish.  I am not a tool for their use.  I am not a servant of their needs.





I owe nothing to my brothers, nor do I gather debts from them.  


I ask none to live for me, nor do I live for any others. 





And the day will come when I shall break all the chains of this earth, and raze the cities of the enslaved, and my home will become the capital of a world where each man will be free to exist for his own sake.








We do not know, but we shall learn.





What is not thought by all men cannot be true.





We are nothing.  Mankind is all.  By the grace of our brothers we are allowed our lives.  We exist through, by, and for our brothers who are the state.





To be free, a man must be free of his brothers.





We have learned things which are not in the scripts.  We have solved secrets of which the scholars have no knowledge.  We have come to see how great is the unexplored, and many lifetimes will not bring us to the end of our quest.





And if you are not needed by your brother men, there is no reason to burden the earth with your bodies.





We are one in all and all in one.  There are no men but only the great WE.  One, indivisible, and forever.





We picked up a stone and sent it as an arrow at a bird.  It fell before us.  We made a fire, we cooked the bird, and we ate it, and no meal had ever tasted better to us.  And we thought suddenly that there was a great satisfaction to be found in the food which we need and obtain by our own hand.











