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NAME:_______________________

HARRISON BERGERON, EQUALITY
(Questions 1-5 on film):

1.  Who is Harrison Bergeron?

2. What is the goal of the “Second American Revolution”?

3. Describe three ways this goal is being achieved in 2053 America.
4. Why is the “National Administration Center” needed to achieve this goal?  Explain.
5. When Harrison Bergeron condemns egalitarian society for sacrificing the minds of the people, Chief Administrator John Klaxton responds by telling Harrison that the people are “happy.”  Do you think these happy people are free?  Explain.
6. Compare and contrast the Kurt Vonnegut short story and the film.

7. What are your impressions of Alexis de Toqueville’s comments on equality (provided at the end of the Vonnegut short story packet)?  Explain.

More on back

8. Considering “political correctness”, affirmative action, social changes, and redistributive economic policies designed to “spread the wealth,” do you think America today is promoting the right amount of equality, or is it becoming too egalitarian?  Explain.
9. Is it possible to create a perfect society?  Explain.

