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QUESTIONS:

1. “There was once a Dream that was Rome”.  What does that mean?

2. In the film, what future does Emperor Marcus Aurelius want for Rome?

3. Compare the character Maximus from the film to the historical figure Cincinnatus.

4. Senator Gracchus exclaims 

“the beating heart of Rome is not the marble of the senate, but the sands of the coliseum.”  

What does that mean?

In your opinion, how true is that for America today?  Explain.

5. In the film, how does Maximus display CIVIC VIRTUE?

6. In the film, how does Gracchus display CIVIC VIRTUE?

7. Complete #7 on back.  Of the “Dream that was Rome”, Marcus Aurelius said it was so fragile, that if you spoke above a whisper, it would be gone.  The American Founding Father Ben Franklin once said that we Americans have a republic, if we can keep it.   Why is republican government considered so fragile?  Explain.

