AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  

COURSE OUTLINE
08-09
INSTRUCTOR:  MR. PENNINO, Room 316

UNITS OF STUDY:
· Introduction to Political Theory
· Systems of Government, Key Terms and Concepts 
· Trends in Comparative Government and Politics
· United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; the European Union
· Islamic Republic of Iran
· Russian Federation, People’s Republic of China
· United Mexican States, Federal Republic of Nigeria
· After the AP Exam: current global events
READING REQUIREMENTS:
Students are expected to read assigned chapters of the class text carefully and thoroughly. 

Text: Joseph, Kesselman, Krieger.  Introduction to Comparative Politics.  
Fourth Edition.  Boston, New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007
Supplemental Texts:

Fukuyama.  The End of History and the Last Man.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1992.
Zakaria.  The Future of Freedom; Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad.  New York, London: W. W. Norton & Company, 2003.
Periodicals:

Current articles from news periodicals provide vital information in our study.  In addition to articles distributed by the instructor, students are advised to search for and analyze articles pertaining to unit topics.  The following list provides a good foundation but is not an exclusive list:
The Economist
Time
U.S. News and World Report
Newsweek
Foreign Affairs


The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

Special note on The Economist: It is highly recommended that students read The Economist online regularly.  Subscribe to this magazine if at all possible.   Few other sources provide as much up-to-date information and analysis about the countries, politics, and issues we study in this class.   Our school library has a subscription as well; students are encouraged to review this source each week.

INTERNET:
A host of reliable sources of information useful in this course are available on the internet. 
Our class website: www.classicalliberal.org can be linked from my eboard.  All assignments are posted on this website, along with links to many excellent sources.  Check the headlines online every day at the BBC site or realclearworld.com.
Other source materials:

Because of our time constraints: film clips, documentaries, and television news clips will only occasionally be viewed in class prior to the May AP exam.  It is very beneficial for students to watch at least a few minutes of world news programs at home on a daily basis.  Cable news is especially helpful; BBC News is usually best for our course, but also check out CNN, FOX News, and MSNBC.  Likewise, radio news programs can also be very good.  Examples: National Public Radio (NPR, 105.7 FM) and WABC (770 AM). 
GRADING:
I. Unit exams: multiple choice and free response questions.
II. Homework.  All assignments must be neatly hand written on loose leaf paper, and must be submitted on the due date.

III. Quizzes, in class writing assignments, opinion / evaluation essays.    

IV. Research paper Spring 2009.

V. Class participation.

CLASS REQUIREMENTS:

· CAREFULLY READ ALL ASSIGNMENTS.  Take notes as needed.   Do not shortchange yourself by hunting for homework answers.  This is significantly a SELF-TAUGHT COURSE.

· Homework answers must be neatly written on loose leaf.       
· Homework answers MAY NOT BE TYPED.

· Regular attendance, and be on time to class.
· Submit all assigned work on time.  Late work will NOT be accepted after one class day.
· Participate in class discussions, be respectful to others.
AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS:

A few (more) words from the instructor.
The Chinese have a saying: “May you live in Interesting Times.”  This is an amazing time to be studying the government and politics of such a diverse, and representative, group of nations!   In addition, we are going to dive in and analyze the waves of change sweeping the world: democratization, liberalization, globalization… it seems we live in an age of  “IZATIONS” that promise to bring great hope and (or?) upheaval.  Congratulations on choosing this class!  But before we go any further, it is necessary to make certain things very clear about the requirements of this course.
WORK LOAD AND LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY

It is important to understand that Advanced Placement courses require college level skills in comprehension, discipline, and responsibility.  Some high school students are ready for the challenge; some are not.  
In AP Comparative Government and Politics, some of the concepts and vocabulary we study are completely new to students and can be difficult to understand in the short amount of time we have in class, unless students are willing and able to assume a lot of personal responsibility reading and digesting the assigned materials at home.  Occasional and minor difficulties with the material are to be expected and can be overcome with the help of the instructor and with the willpower of a determined student.  Frequent and major difficulties most likely signal that either a student is not ready for the level of work this course demands, or the student’s level of interest in this particular subject does not rise to it’s requirements, or the student simply does not have the necessary time outside of class to devote to the readings.
HOW TO SUCCEED

Success in this challenging and exciting course requires that students set aside time each day for careful reading and study.  It is imperative to take the time to READ homework assignments, not skim to find disconnected answers to homework questions.  Homework in this class is designed to provide students with a framework for taking notes on the assigned readings.  If students do not understand the concepts and fail to master the information provided in the readings, they will have a tough time doing well on quizzes and exams.  STUDENTS: BUDGET YOUR TIME.  READ AND TAKE NOTES EVERY DAY OUTSIDE OF CLASS.  KEEP UP WITH HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS.  All homework is posted on our class website; students are responsible for completing assignments even if absent from class.
EXTRA HELP
Every Tuesday after school, from 2:30 to 3:30, in Room 316.   Students are welcome to come to extra help with any questions, or just for a quiet place to study.  This is also the time for test corrections and make up tests, as explained below.  Students interested in extra help are responsible to adjust their own after school schedules accordingly; the instructor is generally not available other days or in the mornings.  

TEST CORRECTIONS AND MAKE-UPS
Students who fail a multiple-choice exam may take a MAKE UP TEST during Tuesday extra help after school.  The original test score will NOT be dropped, but the make up test score can be averaged in to the semester grade (if it is higher than the first score).  Rules:

· No student may take a make up test without first completing TEST CORRECTIONS for all wrong answers on the original multiple-choice test.  This involves reviewing notes / assignments to find the correct answer, then writing a sentence or so explaining why the originally chosen answer is wrong, and explaining the correct answer.  UNDERSTAND: doing test corrections does not earn back points.  It allows you to take the make up test.
· Make ups must be done before the next unit test is given.

· Make ups and test corrections will NOT be offered during other classes taught by the instructor.
· No make ups after the May AP exam.

Please discuss the course outlines with your parent/guardian(s) and sign below.  Good luck and enjoy the year.
_______________________________________

_________________________________________
Student signature

date


Signature of parent/guardian

date
